
Global Investigations into Abuse
Over the last decades, there have been a number of investigations into abuses in the seafood industry.

These videos captured by the Environmental Justice Foundation, GreenPeace, and Human Rights Watch

depict some of the worst cases of human and labor rights abuses found in seafood supply chains:

● Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF):

○ Thailand’s Seafood Slaves.

○ Pirates and Slaves.

○ Sold to the Sea.

● GreenPeace: Life on Taiwan's Tuna Boats - Exposed Short Documentary.

● Human Rights Watch (HRW): Thailand: Forced Labor, Trafficking Persist in Fishing Fleets.

Additional investigative reporting:

● The Guardian (2014): Revealed: Asian slave labour producing prawns for supermarkets in US, UK.

● The New York Times (2015): ‘Sea Slaves’: The Human Misery That Feeds Pets and Livestock.

● The Guardian: A year-long investigation into the Irish prawn and whitefish sector confirmed that

labor abuses occur outside of Southeast Asian fishing industries. The investigation uncovered

undocumented Ghanaian, Filipino, Egyptian and Indian fishermen manning boats in ports from

Cork to Galway (Lawrence et al. 2015).

● Associated Press (AP): AP Investigation: Slaves may have caught the fish you bought.

● Stringer et al: Researchers also found a migrant fishing crew aboard South Korean vessels in New

Zealand’s waters to be victims of forced labor (Stringer et al. 2016).

● Associated Press: A six-month AP investigation into Hawaii’s fishing fleet uncovered unfair labor

practices and some instances of human trafficking due to a legal loophole excluding certain fishing

vessels from federal law (Mendoza and Mason 2016).

● Associated Press: In the fall of 2016, AP reported that despite reports of improvement, Thailand

fell short in its efforts to compensate victims of slavery and shift shrimp processing from peeling

sheds to their own facilities (Mendoza 2016).

● Environment Justice Foundation (EJF): In 2018, The EJF investigation into the Taiwanese Distant

Water Fleet revealed unsafe and inhumane conditions on Taiwanese fishing vessels, experienced

by migrant fishermen mainly hailing from Indonesia and the Philippines.

Roadmap for Improving Seafood Ethics (RISE) is a project of FishWise

https://ejfoundation.org/reports/thailands-seafood-slaves
https://vimeo.com/116772352
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwJ38-O4pDY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUv5TULSW5M&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FbrfgRmfyI&t=2s
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/10/supermarket-prawns-thailand-produced-slave-labour
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/27/world/outlaw-ocean-thailand-fishing-sea-slaves-pets.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/nov/02/revealed-trafficked-migrant-workers-abused-in-irish-fishing-industry
https://www.ap.org/explore/seafood-from-slaves/ap-investigation-slaves-may-have-caught-the-fish-you-bought.html
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/68739974/slavery-on-nz-seas-rape-bonded-labour-and-abuse-widespread-on-fishing-boats
https://www.ap.org/explore/seafood-from-slaves/hawaii-may-be-breaking-law-by-allowing-foreign-men-to-fish.html
https://apnews.com/7654543c4ae04421ad423abea422e0b4/promises-unmet-thailand-tries-reform-shrimp-industry
https://apnews.com/7654543c4ae04421ad423abea422e0b4/promises-unmet-thailand-tries-reform-shrimp-industry
https://ejfoundation.org/resources/downloads/EJF-Briefing-Taiwan-2018.pdf
https://ejfoundation.org/resources/downloads/EJF-Briefing-Taiwan-2018.pdf

